


OUR HISTORY

Since 2007, Laura has personally directed 

international summer residential programmes in 

prestigious UK boarding schools and Universities 

for students of many nationalities, including 

hundreds of young people from China.

In 2014, Laura was presented with a Greater 

China Rising Star Finalist Award by the UKTI (UK 

Trade and Investment), a British Government 

department, in recognition of her collaborative 

work with partners in China to foster educational 

and cultural exchange links.

Previously, Laura held senior international 

positions within ICI, KPMG and Market Insights, 

where she was commissioned to undertake 

research and strategy consultancy projects for 

Universities, the UK Government and other 

Cambridge alumni with Engineering, Science and 

Medicine degrees.

The teaching and mentoring staff of Cambridge 

Dream comprise many scholars from Cambridge, 

Oxford and other leading universities, who are 

carefully selected for their ability to enthuse and 

inspire students. Laura and her team reside in 

college with the learners all through the summer 

course and personally get to know all the course 

participants.

Laura and Neil Davies 
at their son’s 
graduation from 
Cambridge University 
in 2014



XU ZHIMO

SAYING FAREWELL 

TO 

CAMBRIDGE AGAIN



WHAT IS THE CAMBRIDGE DREAM?

Cambridge Dream provides a unique summer course at Cambridge University 

to help young students from China achieve their dream of being accepted at a 

top UK or US University. Attendees study, eat and sleep in the same college 

stimulating programme of academic lectures, interactive workshops and team 

challenges, taught by University professors, lecturers, professional teachers, 

expert speakers and Oxbridge students. They receive guidance about 

University admissions and practise writing a personal statement and answering 

tough interview questions to help them prepare for their University 

applications.

Sharing this amazing experience are British students from more than ten 

schools in the Cambridge area who join us for the summer school each year. 

The British school students attend all the daytime workshops and lectures, 

working in mixed teams with our international participants, as well as joining in 

some evening activities and excursions.

When attendees are not busy studying, they can enjoy an exciting variety of 

social activities such as punting on the River Cam and cultural visits to 

Cambridge colleges, museums, art galleries and theatres, as well as excursions 

famous attractions.

Like Xu Zhimo, many people who study at Cambridge University describe the 

experience as a dream come true.

rich literary history and its extraordinary architectural beauty. The University 

has over 100 Nobel Prize winners and continues to be home to the most 



ABOUT OUR PARTNER COLLEGES

Murray Edwards College is one of the constituent colleges of the University of 

Cambridge in England. It was founded in 1954 as New Hall and later in 2005, 

alumna Ros Edwards and her husband Steve Edwards, donated £30 million to 

the College. Acknowledging the foundation endowment from the Edwards 

family, New Hall renamed itself to Murray Edwards College.

Murray Edwards College is renowned for its commitment to promoting 

academic excellence and fostering an inclusive and supportive environment. 

One distinctive feature of the college is its focus on providing opportunities for 

women in education and beyond. The college offers a diverse range of 

undergraduate and postgraduate programmes across various disciplines, 

attracting students from different backgrounds and fostering a rich cultural 

and intellectual environment. Notable alumni include the renowned astronomer 

Jocelyn Bell Burnell, who discovered pulsars, BBC television presenter Mishal 

Swinton. Furthermore, the college seamlessly integrates natural landscapes 

with modern facilities, creating an ideal academic and aesthetic environment 

for students. Murray Edwards College proudly houses the largest collection of 

artworks by women in Europe, with five hundred works displayed throughout 

the campus, creating an atmosphere akin to living in an art gallery.

In the summer of 2024, Cambridge Dream will guide students into the inviting 

embrace of Murray Edwards College. Here, they will deeply engage with the 

university's profound academic ambiance, benefit from exceptional teaching 

resources, and appreciate the refined aesthetic sensibilities that define the 

University of Cambridge. This immersive experience promises a summer of 

enriching experiences and profound learning moments.

Nestled at the heart of the University of Cambridge, Newnham College stands 

as a lively and sociable place of learning, teaching and research. Founded in 

1871 when women were not allowed to attend the University, Newnham is the 

philosopher Henry Sidgwick and suffragist campaigner Millicent Garrett 

Fawcett, played integral roles in shaping its inception.

Renowned as the ‘Secret Gardens’ of Cambridge, Newnham features an 

eclectic blend of beautiful historic and contemporary buildings surrounded by 

stunning gardens. This unique combination contributes to the college's 

distinctive atmosphere, where academic excellence and natural beauty 

harmoniously coexist. Newnham College also holds a unique place in literary 

history, being described in Virginia Woolf's works, "A Room of One's Own" 

(under the name 'Fernham') and "A Women's College from the Outside." Beyond 

its architectural and literary significance, Newnham is a dynamic community, 

comprising outstanding academics, tutors, alumnae, researchers, and staff, all 

sharing a commitment to challenge, motivate, and inspire students.

Embark on a transformative journey with Cambridge Dream in the summer of 

2024 as we guide students into the embracing halls of Newnham College. 

Here, they will delve into the university's profound academic ambiance and 

leverage outstanding teaching resources that embody the essence of the 

University of Cambridge.

Established in 1907, Imperial College London stands among the top ten 

universities globally, renowned for its excellence in science, engineering, 

business, and medicine. Nestled in the heart of London, its campus offers a 

vibrant and diverse atmosphere that attracts a global community of students 

and faculty, with 59% of students hailing from over 140 countries. 

Imperial’s impact on the world stage is exemplified by numerous Nobel 

laureates, with alumni contributing significantly to advancements in science, 

technology, and medicine. Among its notable alumni are 14 Nobel Prize 

winners, 2 Fields Medal recipients, and 3 founding members of China’s ‘Two 

Bombs, One Satellite’ Program, alongside renowned individuals such as Rajiv 

Gandhi, Alexander Fleming, David Irving, and Sir Brian May.

Imperial boasts a faculty of distinguished professors and researchers who are 

leaders in their respective fields. The staff is dedicated to providing a 

intellectual curiosity and innovation. 

As participants in Cambridge Dream’s summer program, students will have the 

unique opportunity to immerse themselves in this rich academic culture and 

explore the forefront of knowledge at Imperial College London.



WHY ATTEND A CAMBRIDGE DREAM
SUMMER PROGRAMME?

The success rate for Chinese 

applicants to Cambridge is 10.3% on 

average, compared to 19% for UK 

fewer opportunities to come to Open 

Days or familiarise themselves with the 

process and prepare thoroughly before 

applying. Furthermore, the teaching 

methods in some countries may lend 

themselves to rote learning, rather than 

encouraging the kind of academic 

curiosity and critical thinking expected 

Global competition for top University 

places is accelerating. To be 

successful, in addition to achieving 

higher grades, young people must 

perform to the best of their ability in 

every aspect of the application 

process, including undertaking 

research, reading and experiences 

beyond the academic curriculum. 

Applying as an international student 

is even more challenging than for 

home students. 

WHAT ARE ADMISSIONS TUTORS IN 
WORLD-CLASS UNIVERSITIES LOOKING FOR?

Admissions tutors are committed to selecting students with the highest 

academic potential, regardless of their nationality or background, by taking into 

account their academic results, personal statements, interview and admissions 

tests required for certain courses, such as the BioMedical Admissions Test 

(BMAT) for applicants to study Medicine. They are looking for students’ 

motivation and ability to apply their minds and deal with new concepts, rather 

than their ability to recall facts.



BENEFITS OF THE PROGRAMME

and Cambridge; 

Prepare themselves for their ambitions and future careers;

Study independently and show they have a passion for learning;

Apply thinking skills critically and creatively to resolve complex 

problems;

Interact and work collaboratively in small teams;

Become more socially confident individuals with good 

Answer tough interview questions and write a strong personal 

statement.

Cambridge Dream helps students improve their chances of being admitted to 

living and studying in the inspiring environment of Cambridge colleges, 

participating in courses led by Cambridge professors, immersing themselves in 

with mentors from Cambridge University, students gain unique and valuable 

insights into what it would be like to study their chosen subject at university. 

Through industry visits and interactive workshops, the programme also guides 

ambitions. During the programme, students will learn how to:



PROGRAMME DETAILS

12~15yrs

16~18yrs

This summer, we are offering two types of programs designed for different 

age groups.

* Flights, travel insurance, visa application, optional extra excursions, lunch and 

spending money are not included. Students will enjoy lunch with their 

Cambridge Dream mentors in local cafes, sandwich shops and restaurants.

* Students from China will need to apply for a visa, in accordance with the 

eligibility rules of UK Visas and Immigration (formerly the UK Border Agency). 

Cambridge Dream will sponsor the visa applications.

The younger students have a Leadership Skills Programme based on 

developing 21st Century leadership skills, such as critical thinking, effective 

workshops, lectures and activities (*Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, 

Mathematics).

The older students have an Oxbridge Preparation Programme specialising in 

university preparation, application support, profile building and leadership skills 

development. 

An assigned mentor (Cambridge or Oxford student) for each 6 

students and a teacher for each 10 students;

Residential English staff present at all times;

Coach transfers to and from airport;

University college;

Breakfast and dinner in the college dining hall;

Free Wifi and weekly change of bed linen and towels;

A daily timetable of classes, lectures, visits and workshops; 

career talks;

Evening social entertainments;

Formal Dinner (silver service) and awards presentation;

Cambridge attractions, such as chauffeured punting and traditional 

afternoon tea;

entrance tickets;

Feedback on personal project (an essay or presentation);

An award in Sports Leadership;

certificate;

A personalised report with targets;

A personal Development Plan;

A letter of recommendation from tutors for outstanding students.

The price of the course includes the following:

2 weeks, August 3

2 weeks,  July 28-August 10

15

-15



PROGRAMME HIGHLIGHTS

Live and Study in Cambridge University

Highlights  01

Cambridge is not only a prestigious hub of academia but also a beautiful place 

to live and study. The renowned University of Cambridge, with its illustrious 

history spanning over 800 years, has been home to some of the world's most 

respected authors, scientists, thinkers, and even royalty. 

Cambridge Dream students have the opportunity to live and study in this 

inspiring environment, walking in the footsteps of great scholars who have 

changed the way we see the world. 

Industry Visits

Highlights  04

Cambridge Dream provides a unique opportunity for participants to attend 

inspiring industry visits whereby they can interact with and learn from industry 

professionals in their field of study. Industry visits take learning out of the 

classroom and into the real world, where students can observe and explore 

how the skills and knowledge built throughout the programme apply to a 

career in their subject. This unique aspect of our programme ensures students 

also gain the chance to network directly with industry professionals who may 

share with them opportunities they hadn’t otherwise envisioned.

Exploring Career Opportunities 

Highlights  03

Cambridge Dream opens doors to a realm of possibilities within the selected 

aim to enrich students’ expertise and skills. With Cambridge Dream, 

collaborating with other academically talented individuals to innovate and pitch 

groundbreaking ideas. Engaging workshops and networking events provide 

them with the opportunity to glean insights from industry professionals. This 

program is designed to help students uncover a career path that aligns with 

expert educators and experienced career advisors to design the most suitable 

career exploration course.

Led by Esteemed Educational Team

Highlights  02

Cambridge Dream Participants will benefit from specialist academic subject 

led by university tutors and industry experts. Additionally, they will receive 

personal mentoring by Cambridge Undergraduates and Graduates in their 

selected subject area, who reside in the college alongside them throughout the 

course. 

Personal Project

Highlights  05

Each programme includes an element of individual work, generally termed the 

‘Personal Project’. This can take many forms but is commonly an essay or 

presentation delivered on the final day of the programme. Participants will 

receive feedback on this work which may also be mentioned in the participant 

evaluation which is provided in writing by the tutor once the programmes have 

ended.



WHAT MAKES CAMBRIDGE DREAM DIFFERENT?

to meeting the challenges and getting the most out of the programme. We will 

time of applying. Applicants must be able to follow lessons in English and 

actively participate in class discussions, using everyday vocabulary. 

A truly distinctive aspect of the Cambridge Dream programme is our 

integration of international students with British school students. Integrated 

classes and activities are of significant benefit to all the participants, as both 

the British students and overseas students gain from shared learning and 

increased cultural understanding. Of course, they also have lots of fun in a 

variety of settings, from robotics and 3D printing to performing Shakespeare 

and Scottish dancing.



REASONS TO CHOOSE CAMBRIDGE DREAM

Integration with local British students by living and learning in 

Cambridge schools; 

Courses and guidance from Cambridge professors and scholars;

Advice about what admissions staff look for in successful applicants;

An opportunity to develop 21st century skills and prepare a personal 

plan for academic and career success;

Visits to several Cambridge and Oxford Colleges and other Russell 

Group Universities;

companies;

Magnificent cultural attractions such as Buckingham Palace, British 

Museum and Cambridge Shakespeare Festival;

Exciting social activities, including a garden party and croquet on 

the college lawn, a traditional dancing evening (ceilidh), chauffeured 

punting and formal ‘silver service’ dinner in college;

internship certificate;

An opportunity to secure a letter of recommendation from 

Cambridge professors;

A safe and secure introduction to student life in one of the 

Seven major subjects to choose from: AI, Computer Science, 
Business Management, Engineering, Medicine, Law and Arts, 
preparing you for your chosen subject and increase your chances 
of being admitted to your dream university;



OUR BELIEF

Examples of Lessons





Previous Feedback

Students’ Feedback

The sessions on personal development and personal statement 

writing really helped me confirm what I am interested in.

Every day was different and exciting! I learned how to code 

and how to prepare for an interview and I played Bottom in 'A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream’. Brilliant! 

The student mentors' patience and kindness really impressed 

me. After this unforgettable course, I feel more confident and 

I truly believe I can achieve my goals.

The practice interviews, business challenge, robotics and 

MUN debate all built my confidence.Furthermore, the 

knowledge I gained about Economics and Programming will 

help my studies. 

Parents’ Feedback

We are so surprised and touched by the changes we’ve seen 

in our son, thanks to ‘Cambridge Dream’! The course is not 

Cambridge Dream's Summer School Programme sets itself 

apart from conventional summer camps in so many different 

aspects. 

I am astounded and eternally grateful for the difference you 

and your colleagues have made to my daughter's life and 

inspired her to achieve.

The programme is very interesting and the level of students is 

much higher than in the usual summer camps (important!). 

Leaders’ Feedback

Your teachers have a unique way of making classes 

interesting and lively. We have had a great deal of positive 

feedback from the students and parents. Well done! 

We noticed that you paid great attention to all the details, 

such as the students’ welfare, teaching, food, transport and 

accommodation, to ensure the highest quality. 

Our students developed impressive leadership, critical thinking 

and a passion for learning.



FOLLOW IN FAMOUS FOOTSTEPS

Follow in the footsteps of Cambridge’s famous alumni, like scientists Francis 

Crick and James Watson who discovered the structure of DNA; Isaac Newton 

who developed the laws of universal gravitation; Charles Darwin who 

formulated the theory of evolution by natural selection; mathematician Charles 

Babbage who invented the first programmable computer; economist John 

Maynard Keynes; poets William Wordsworth and Lord Byron, and  King of 

England Charles, to name but a few.



"There are very high student satisfaction levels within an enjoyable learning 

experience and beneficial skills development."

"All the staff are passionate about carrying out their responsibilities to the highest 

possible standards."

"Staff know the participants very well and are able to support them on an 

individual basis. Learning outcomes are very relevant and are met in an enjoyable 

and fun way."

"Teaching staff are uniquely qualified to support the participants as they have the 

experience, not only of the subject but also of the university. Participants were 

very enthusiastic about how much they had learned."

"Participants have the opportunity to ask questions, and explore ideas and 

options, which enables them to make informed decisions and prepares them for 

applying to university."

Inspector’s comments (2019 British Accreditation Council Report)

A full copy of the inspection report is 

available to view on the British Accreditation Council website.

Visit https://www.cambridgedream.com/feedback/students/ to read more reviews 

from students, staff, teachers, parents and inspectors.

This work is registered with UK Copyright Service:
Registration no: 284679373

www.cambridgedream.com

The Old Bakery, High Street, Farndon, Chester, CH3 6PU, UK
0044 1829 271800
info@cambridgedream.com

Cambridge Dream Limited is a summer course provider which contracts with 
Cambridge Colleges for the use of facilites; it has no connecton or association 
with the University of Cambridge or its Colleges.
For applications please go to 
https://www.cambridgedream.com/summer-programme/registration/


